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During the preceding month there were 108 cases of plague in the 
Paulo Candido hospital; 100 cases of variola and 1 case of yellow fever 
in the Sao Sebastiao hospital. 

The thermometer registered 36.8° C. as the highest and 18.3° C. as the 
lowest, with an average of 23.92° C. for the month. 

The fluctuating population during the month, taking into account 
those arriving and departing by land and sea, is placed at 6,157. 

Mortality for the week ended December "20, 1903. 

During the week ended December 20, 1903, there were in all 311 
deaths. Of these 1 was due to yellow fever, of which disease there 
was 1 case; 7 were due to bubonic plague, of which disease there were 
13 cases reported during the week; 37 were due to variola, of which 
disease 71 cases were reported during the week; 9 were due to malarial 
fevers, 60 to pulmonary tuberculosis, and 2 to leprosy. This shows an 
amelioration of the plague conditions here. 

Deaths from plague in past Jive weeks. 

November 22, 22 deaths; November 29, 21 deaths; December 6, 22 
deaths; December 13, 21 deaths; December 20, 7 deaths. 

In the Paulo Candido hospital there were 55 cases of plague under 
treatment, and in the Sao Sebastiao hospital there were 105 cases 
of variola under treatment. 

No deaths from plague were reported in any of the 13 districts into 
which the city of Rio de Janeiro is divided, all deaths having occurred 
in the hospital. 

COLOMBIA. 

Establishment of leper asylums. 

Minister Beaupre reports from Bogota, November 5 as follows: 

One of the gravest questions now confronting Colombia is the ter- 
rible one of leprosy. This awful disease has invaded the country to an 
alarming extent, and extraordinary measures have become necessary 
to check its spread. 

I inclose herewith a copy and translation of a law enacted by Con- 
gress, under which lazarettoes are to be established in each Department 
of the Republic, in which all the lepers are to be confined. Various 
other provisions are made, but the central idea is to isolate all those 
who are suffering from the malady. 

For the Department of Antioquia a lazaretto is already operated at 
an expense of more than 3,000,000 pesos, and much other good work 
has been done in various sections by private efforts and subscriptions. 
The stipulations and appropi'iations of this new law will encourage 
further efforts on the part of societies and individuals. 

Law 28 of 1903— October 20. 

LAZARETTOES (LEPER ASYLUMS). 

Article 1. The duty of creating a leper asylum within the territory of their juris- 
diction, of collecting and isolating in it all the lepers that may reside in their terri- 
tory is imposed on the Departments. 
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Art. 2. Authorization is given to the executive power to appoint a commission 
that shall determine for the Republic the sites where the leper asylums must be 
established, which sites, so determined, can not be changed in any case. The con- 
struction of the leper asylums will be exactly in accord with the plans adopted by 
the central committee of health, which plans can not be modified without the con- 
sent of this committee. 

In those Departments where private individuals take the initiative in carrying out 
the requirements established in the preceding article, whenever the leper asylum 
fulfills the conditions referred to it will be considered that this law is complied with. 
The leper asylums so created will be subjected for their construction, preservation, 
and maintenance to all regulations in force for the departmental leper asylums. 

Art. 3. The governors of the Departments will immediately begin to comply with 
the preceding article, observing always the requirements of science and acting in 
such a way that within four years, at the latest, the leper asylums will be constructed 
and the lepers collected and isolated. 

The term of four years is extended to six years for the department of Santander to 
comply with this article. 

Art. 4. While the departmental asylums are being conveniently organized the 
governors will take proper measures to avoid the contagion of leprosy. 

Art. 5. To provide for the construction and maintenance of the leper asylums 
every department will use within its territory the income established by law 113 of 
1890. 

Art. 6. The government has the supreme inspection of the leper asylums with the 
object of giving them a uniform organization; the department regulates them by 
means of ordinances, and the administration of them belongs to the beneficent 
societies. 

The assemblies of the departments, and during the recess of these the governors, 
will create the beneficent societies referred to in this law in those departments where 
they are not yet established. These societies will have the same powers which the 
general beneficent society has in Cundinamarca to-day. 

Art. 7. In the department where without just cause duly manifested the leper 
asylum shall not have been constructed at the expiration of the term fixed by the 
present law the whole product of the income will be remitted to the general benefi- 
cent society of Cundinamarca to be distributed by it among the most needy of the 
leper asylums. 

Art. 8. In the capital of every department an employee is created who shall be 
denominated syndic of the leper asylum, who shall have in his charge, as principal 
function, to collect the leper asylum tax as established by law 113 of 1890. This 
employee will be appointed by the respective beneficent society, and in those depart- 
ments where it has not yet been established he will be appointed by the governor, 
but always with the approval of the national government. 

Art. 9. The tenure of office of the syndics will be four years from January 1, 1904. 
They will have the salary which the society, or the governor where the society does 
not exist, shall determine, and they can not take possession of their office without 
giving bond of 8,.000 pesos. 

Art. 10. The accounts of the syndics will be examined and certified to by the 
tribunals of accounts of the respective departments. 

Art. 11. The provincial and municipal collectors of taxes are agents of the syndics 
for the collection of the leper asylum tax in their respective provinces or districts, 
and the syndics may punish these collectors for neglect to fulfill the orders given 
them with fines not exceeding 200 pesos, which fines are to be turned over to the 
leper asylums as part of their income. 

Art. 12. The syndics are authorized to confer powers of attorney in the law suits 
conducted outside the capital city of the department, and the collectors and admin- 
istrators of finances may be appointed attorneys. The payment of the tax must be 
made preferably to the syndic, and in the last case to his attorneys, but without the 
receipt of the syndic, and under the penalities determined by the law, the judges 
will not approve of the inventories. 

Art. 13. In the law suits in which, according to previous article, the attorneys 
mediate, they will have as fees the 4 per cent of the amounts collected for every suc- 
cession. These fees can not exceed 500 pesos in every suit. 

Art. 14. The judges will order, without being requested, that computations which 
contain an error against the income be made again. 

Art. 15. When, through fault of the assignees or executors, the taxes of the leper 
asylum are not paid in one year, counted from the death of the person whose succes- 
sion is dealt with, 15 per cent additional will be paid, computed on the amount of 
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the tax, and from that time forward the debt will be augmented with the same 
charge of 15 per cent for every six months of further delay in the payment of such 
taxes. 

The judge, after hearing the claimants and the representative of the leper asylum, 
and substantiating the charges, will decide the fault in the delayed payment of the 
taxes. 

Art. 16. The processes of inheritance which could not have been conducted in 
time will be exempt from the increase of the leper asylum tax if presented to the 
judges within ninety days after the publication of this law. 

Art. 17. The notaries will not issue deeds of donation without having evidence 
that the taxes of the leper asylum have been paid. If they issue them, overlooking 
this formality, they will be liable for the tax. 

In order to determine the amount of the leper asylum tax, the official appraise- 
ment of the things donated will be made by means of appraisers appointed, one by 
the respective beneficent society and the other one by the claimant. In case of a 
disagreement, the amount will be determined by an umpire appointed by the prin- 
cipal appraisers, and if these should not agree in the appointment, the syndic will 
make it. All this will be recorded in the file. 

For the deeds of donation issued outside the capital the syndics may be represented 
by an attorney constituted in the legal form, but the payment will be made to the 
syndic in person. 

Art. 18. In any case the payment of the leper asylum tax will be proved only by 
the receipt of the syndic. 

Art. 19. The obligations prescribed by law 170 of 1896, for the department collector 
mentioned therein will be fulfilled hereafter by the syndic of the leper asylum, and 
to this same employee the officials whp have charge of the civil register will send 
the report expressed in article 20 of said law. 

Art. 20. The process of inheritance in which fraud against the leper asylum has 
been committed or intended will pay double the real or intended fraud plus the 
taxes. The judge of instruction will apply the penalty in a brief and abridged 
manner. 

Art. 21. Besides the prohibition contained in article 19, law 170 of 1896, the nota- 
ries must give advice within eight days to the syndic of the beneficent society exist- 
ing in that department of the wills, opened or closed, extended by them. 

Art. 22. Authorization is given to the departmental assemblies to create, independ- 
ently of the so-called leper asylum income, the income or incomes, tax or taxes, 
that they may deem necessary for the construction, preservation, and maintenance 
of the leper asylum. Sums collected in accordance with the present article can not 
be destined in any case nor for any reason to a different end than the one mentioned. 
The amounts collected in this manner will also be managed by the respective syndics. 

Art. 23. In the ministry of government a special section is created, the personnel, 
fees, and service of which will be determined by the same ministry. Said section 
will attend strictly to the enforcement of the national regulations referring to leper 
asylums, will act as an intermediary between the general beneficent society of Cun- 
dinamarca and the departmental sections, will take the national census of the lepers, 
and, finally, will give efficient and official help in the complete development of the 
present law in all the Republic. 

The expenses incurred in the execution of this article will be included in the budget 
of income and expenses now in force. 

Art 24. The real and personal property of the leper asylums will be exempt from 
all taxes and charges, and their syndics, administrators, and the presidents of the 
societies will have telegraphic franchise for the service of the leper asylums. All 
things destined for the leper asylums, their annexes, or the patients residing therein, 
may be sent free by parcel post. 

Art. 25. The leper asylum income can never be used for a different purpose, no 
matter how important it may seem, and will be collected separately. 

Art. 26. The words descendants, ancestors, and collaterals used in article 1, law 113 
of 1890, refer only to consanguinity. The relations by affinity will be considered as 
strangers regarding effects of the leper asylum tax. 

Art. 27. In the cases in which, according to article 85, law 153 of 1887, the district 
where the deceased had his residence has a right to the succession, the leper asylum 
of the department where the district is located will have conjointly with the district 
a right to the succession, and will in consequence receive half of the inheritance. 
The syndic of the respective leper asylum will be a party to the succession process, 
and may appoint an attorney to represent him. 

Art. 28. Legislative decree 439 of 1903, is declared revoked, as it has already had 
its effects. 
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Art. 29. Articles 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 22, 23, 24, and 25 of law 170 of 1896; articles 3 and 
6 of law 113 of 1890, are abridged, and articles 18 and 19 of the first named of the laws 
cited are reformed. 

(■riven in Bogota, etc. 

CUBA. 

Report from Cienfuegos. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon McMahon reports, January 14, as follows: 
During the week ended January 9, 1904, bills of health were issued to 
three vessels going to ports in the United States, all in good sanitary 
condition and no sickness on board. 

Mortuary report January 1 to 10, 1904. 

Tuberculosis, 3; tetanus, infantile, 2; enteritis, 2; malaria, 2; pneu- 
monia, 1; other causes, 14; total, 24. 
No quarantinable disease has appeared at this port during this month. 

Report from Habana. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Greene reports, January 16, as follows: 
Week ended January 9, 1904: 

Vessels inspected and issued bills of health 31 

Crew of outgoing vessels inspected 1, 037 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected 677 

Pieces of freight (salted hides) passed 750 

Mortuary report of Habana for the week ended January 9, 1904- 
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Total deaths from all causes, 102. 



Report from Matanzac 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, January 18, as follows: 
During the week ended January 16, 1904, five bills of health were 
issued to vessels bound for ports in the United States, all in good sani- 
tary condition. 

Two more cases of diphtheria have been reported in this city. 

The mortuary statistics of Matanzas covering the second ten days of 
the present month will be forwarded with my next report. 



